Parliamentary Government in England
points of major importance, so weaken its striking power
as to prevent it from seizing the initiative when the
moment comes for its seizure, A bad Government cannot
only live for a long time when the ranks of its opponents
are divided; it may even win an election by default. For
if the Opposition is not agreed upon the positive policy
it presents to the electorate, the chances are overwhelming
that the country will not understand the case it is trying
to make. A Government, in these circumstances, may
well be returned to power because the electorate cannot
be persuaded that the victory of its rivals implies the
ability to use their majority successfully.
Party history since 1832 suggests that a change of
importance is taking place in this connection to which
attention should be drawn. The life of a party, under the
parliamentary system, has normally depended very largely
on its ability within a reasonable period to win an electoral
majority. No party since 1832 has held office for more
than ten years. This has been important because it has
meant that parties, being relatively sure of proximity
to power within a brief range of time, have been able to
attract able men, eager for place, to their ranks, and
to hold them there. The party was able to gratify their
ambitions by the knowledge that loyalty would naturally
bring its reward. The basis of the success of the system
lay in this proximity to office. It is doubtful if a party
which had no prospects of this kind to offer would be
able to hold its ground. Men naturally gravitate to the
places and professions which give the prospect of a
successful career.
I think it is fairly certain that this ispect of the party-
system was made possible by the fact that both parties in
the State were built on the same broad foundation,
iCToIved, as it were, on the same axis of property-concepts.
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